WPTC Crop update as of 21 August 2020

AMITOM countries
In Egypt, after the break for the Islamic holidays, the harvesting of the summer crop in the
northern region is now in full swing and all factories in the region are running at capacity. Farm
yields are about 30-35 t/acre (74 to 86 t/ha) and fruit quality is good, with a good brix and
colour. The summer season will continue until the end of September and then the early winter
season will start. The forecast remains unchanged.
In France, all factories are now opened and 34,000 tonnes have been processed to date (22%
of total), only 1,000 tonnes of which in the south west. This week and next week a part of the
production will be organic. In the south east, yields are better than expected with up to 130
t/ha in the Camargue, with big fruits and a very good quality, an average brix of 5.3-5.4 (a bit
lower in the last week). In the south west it is too early to really estimate yields. 1% of the
surface has been affected by hail. The weather is currently good. A large proportion of the
crop will be processed in September and until mid to 20 October. The forecast remains
unchanged.
In Greece, the weather has been good during the last two weeks, despite some rains which
did not cause any damage. Quality is good with average brix over 4.9 and yields over 95 t/ha.
All factories are now at full capacity. Already 65% of the plan has been achieved in the south,
and 33% overall with a total of 145,000 tonnes already processed. The total forecast remains
440,000 tonnes.
In Hungary, harvesting started on 12 August, and now now 12 % of the crop has been
processed. Brix was good at the beginning but in the last 4 days slight rains hampered the
work a bit. The maximum daily production will be reached on 24 August if weather conditions
are optimal. We can still maintain the previous total estimate of 95,000 tonnes.
In the North of Italy, as of 9 August, 700,000 tonnes had been delivered, which is 24% of the
contracted volume, with an average brix of 5° and good colour. It is estimated that as of today
35-40% of the volume has been delivered but factory yield is poor especially for diced as
tomatoes are very soft.
In the South of Italy, the volume to date is in line with a normal year. The field yield is very
good but the processing yield for canning and dice is very low as tomatoes are soft so passata
production is increased. Otherwise tomato quality is good with nice colour and good brix.
There was a lot of rain and storms last week in North of Puglia but only 50 hectares were
flooded and a total of 200 hectares were damaged.
The forecast in both regions remains unchanged.

In Portugal, there is not much change from two weeks ago. The weather has been strange and
unstable, with cool temperatures, but now getting better. Quality is generally very good with
good colour and high brix, but field yields are still very poor. As of 15 August, only about 2022% of the forecast has been processed. Currently, factories are only running at 1/3rd to 2/3rd
of their capacity as there is a gap in the harvest due to the rains during planting. larger volume
will arrive from next week. A large proportion of the crop will be harvested in September. The
forecast remains 1.3 million tonnes for the time being, until there is enough data to revise the
expectations.
In Russia, processing only started last week with small volumes so factories had to start and
stop, but harvest is now picking up speed. Yields and quantities are reasonable, with 80 t/ha
and an average brix at 4.6°. Due to the late start, harvest will continue until the first week in
October. The forecast remains at the already lowered volume of 530,000 tonnes.
In Spain, as of 15 August, 29% of the total crop has been harvested. In Andalusia, 51% of the
harvest has already been done and factories have been running at capacity for several weeks.
In Extremadura, only 25% of the forecast has been achieved as the harvest so far has been
slow as yields have not been good this year to date. Full capacity was only achieved this week.
A hailstorm on 11 August has caused some limited damages and the rain disrupted the harvest
in limited places. Temperatures are now back to normal after a very hot few weeks and the
weather forecast is good. Fruit quality is very good with higher brix than normal and good
colour, so good for dice production. The forecast for Spain is lowered to 2.9 million tonnes
with still a lot of uncertainty, especially in Extremadura and the need of a good weather in
September.
In Tunisia, the tomato processing forecast is maintained at 900,000 tonnes, of which 850,000
tonnes are for 28/30 paste and 50,000 tonnes for canning. Compared to previous seasons, in
2020 we recorded an early harvest and processing of industrial tomatoes (advance of 7 to 10
days). Currently, processing is continuing in 6 factories supplied from the northern regions.
Up to 17 August, nearly 840,000 tonnes of tomatoes have been processed.
In Turkey, all factories are running at full capacity, the quality is good at the moment. Due to
an overlap of south and north there is a surplus of raw material at the moment which will
carry on for a while. Similar to others, we are expecting the crop to run late. The weather is
fine and forecast clear until the end of the month.
In Ukraine, the harvest started on 12 August and full capacity is expected by the end of the
week.

Other countries
In California, the estimate is to process 1,020,428 short tons (925,630 metric tonnes) this
week. At the end of this week (week ending 15 August) we will have processed 5,063,430 short
tons (4,593,037 metric tonnes). Overall the state experienced extremely high temperatures
over the last 7 days. In addition, the valley is covered with extensive smoke due to the many
fires in California. There is a concern about the impact of the heat on the crop. Yields in the

south continue to perform below contracted levels and solids continue to be doing well. In the
Northern part of the state, overall yields are at contract at this time. There is some concern
about the acceleration of the crop.
In Canada, the harvest is underway with most processing facilities having just started. Some
regions received rain over the past weekend which will help the mid and late crop. Overall
quality is reported to be good.
In China, affected by the climate this year, the production period has been delayed by 7-10
days compared with previous years. The normal production period has only started now. The
specific production situation will not be clear until August 25.
In Japan, the total amount of harvest may decrease to about 30,000 tonnes due to long rain
and the lack of sunlight in July.
In the US Midwest, the season has started. The weather has been nearly ideal to begin the
season and the crop has developed nicely. Quality is above average for the beginning and
yields are as expected, slightly higher than the contracted amounts. The crop has moved
forward a little in maturity and will help with some of the slower harvest to begin the season
due to some of the planting delays.

CALIFORNIA TOMATO TONNAGE

Week ending August 15, 2020
Report released August 20, 2020

To Members:
Following are the certified and paid for tonnage figures by county as shown by certificates for
week ending August 15, 2020.
------------------2020 TOMATO SEASON-----------------2019
Previous
Receipts
Accumulative
Accumulative Total
Total to
Week Ending
Total to

COUNTIES
Butte
Colusa
Contra Costa
Fresno
Glenn
Kern
Kings
Madera
Merced
Sacramento
San Benito
San Joaquin
Santa Clara
Solano
Stanislaus
Sutter
Tulare
Yolo

August 17

August 8

August 15

August 15

0
194,287
102,065
2,131,462
0
272,627
738,054
5,444
129,507
0
0
2,191
0
39,342
37,487
11,877
9,315
303,165

0
185,629
73,737
1,369,247
385
396,442
659,416
4,527
24,948
0
0
1,467
0
34,401
10,375
36,933
27,881
250,414

0
51,619
33,125
452,554
1,726
2,209
131,076
1,709
33,033
0
0
2,424
0
27,995
6,275
41,647
19,724
165,116

0
237,249
106,862
1,821,800
2,112
398,652
790,481
6,236
57,980
0
0
3,891
0
62,397
16,651
78,581
47,606
415,530

Statewide Totals

3,976,823

3,075,802

970,232

4,046,028

Weekly tonnage for week ending August 17, 2019 was 1,024,309.
Projected weekly tonnage for week ending August 22, 2020 is 1,020,428.
Information provided by the California Processing Tomato Advisory Board.
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Pomodoro, punto della campagna al Nord Italia: trasformato il 38,23% del contrattato
Il clima “insolito” ha accelerato e concentrato la maturazione della materia prima
Consegne e ritmi di trasformazione sono molto sostenuti
Ma l’ottima programmazione ha permesso di limitare le perdite di produzione
Tutte le OP (Organizzazioni di produttori) e le Imprese di trasformazione dell’area Nord Italia si sono
riunite per confrontarsi sulla situazione della campagna del pomodoro, partendo dall’analisi dei dati
elaborati dall’Organizzazione interprofessionale OI Pomodoro da Industria Nord Italia in merito alla
raccolta – che avviene con modalità interamente meccanizzata – del pomodoro da industria.
Al 16 agosto (ultimo aggiornamento disponibile) le consegne delle Op alle imprese sono già al
38,23% rispetto alla quantità contrattata totale e stanno procedendo anche questa settimana a ritmi
molto intensi, caratterizzate da un grado Brix superiore alla media, con un valore di 4,99.
La campagna pomodoro 2020 è iniziata nel migliore dei modi con una corretta programmazione
delle superfici e dei tempi di trapianto, come definito nel Contratto Quadro Area Nord, secondo gli
accordi fra produttori e trasformatori, in risposta alle esigenze dei mercati. La situazione si è poi
complicata per l’andamento climatico che ha fatto registrare il perdurare di alte temperature, a
partire dal 26 luglio, che hanno sottoposto il pomodoro nei campi a condizioni estreme e hanno
causato la maturazione in contemporanea delle bacche la cui raccolta era programmata per le tre
settimane successive.
La contemporaneità di maturazione ha generato un’ingente richiesta di consegna del pomodoro da
parte degli agricoltori, a cui le imprese di trasformazione stanno rispondendo con gli impianti spinti
al massimo della capacità produttiva e con ritiri giornalieri da record, tanto che nella settimana di
Ferragosto si è raggiunto il quantitativo di circa 400.000 tonnellate consegnate, un valore mai
registratosi prima nell’areale del Nord Italia.
Si rilevano limitate perdite di produzione, per superfici non raccoglibili a causa del concentrarsi della
maturazione, e per queste le Organizzazioni di Produttori stanno cercando di attivare interventi
straordinari, nell’ambito dei propri programmi operativi dell’OCM Ortofrutta, per supportare la
singola azienda danneggiata.
La corretta programmazione dei trapianti sta comunque limitando tali perdite e saranno le
condizioni climatiche delle prossime settimane a stabilire se sarà possibile limitare i danni.
Le superfici effettive divise per provincia
Questa la suddivisione delle superfici effettive nelle province del bacino del Nord Italia: Piacenza
10.025 ettari; Ferrara 6.788; Parma 4.238; Mantova 3.998; Alessandria 2.173; Cremona 2.036;
Ravenna 1.988; Reggio Emilia 1.111; Modena 867; Verona 838; Pavia 491; Lodi 526; Brescia 603;
Rovigo 436; Bologna 320; Cuneo 217; Milano 138. Seguono altre province con valori molto più
contenuti.
Addetto stampa OI Pomodoro da industria del Nord Italia
Cristian Calestani
Tel. 392 6758846 - cristiancalestani@libero.it

