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June 28, 2010

The June estimate from the World Processing Tomato Council (WPTC) shows a
reduction of 10% of the volume of tomatoes to be processed worldwide in 2010
compared with 2009 final production.

In reality, the reports from most of the countries, including California, Italy, Spain and
Portugal indicate that the season so far has been adversely impacted by weather
conditions as most regions did experience unusually wet and cool weather during the
spring. In most cases, plantings have been delayed by one to three weeks due to
persisting rains, while in California unusually cool weather after planting delayed crop
development. China even had snow and freezing weather in May that affected the
tomato crop. The impact of the bad weather is not readily known but will certainly
have some adverse effect on yield and final crop volume.

In all cases, the delays will mean harvesting will start with a delay of two weeks in
many regions. That will translate into a delayed harvest with some risk of bunching
up of the crop in the middle of the season. Thus, while conditions have improved in
June, there is a need for ideal conditions in July, August and especially a prolonged
dry and warm period in September to fulfill the realization of the current estimate of
worldwide production.
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DISCLAIMER

All figures are provided to WPTC members and other participating experts of the processing associations.
WPTC does not guarantee or assume any liability for the accuracy of the contents of this site/report and
shall not be responsible for any losses sustained as a result of relying on the contained information.

*Hemispheres are not defined in the strict geographic sense but as:

Northern Hemisphere: crop period mainly July to December
Southern Hemisphere: crop period mainly January to June

** AMITOM associate members

*** Tomatoes produced in Portugal but processed in Spain are reported in Spain




